
MINUTES
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

OF THE CITY OF EMPORIA
FEBRUARY 29, 2024

Note to Reader:  Although the printed agenda document for this Economic Development
Authority meeting is not part of these minutes, the agenda document provides
background information on most all the items discussed by the Board at this meeting. The
Secretary of the Economic Development Authority maintains the agenda document. One
may see a copy of the agenda for this meeting by contacting the Secretary.

The Economic Development Authority of the City of Emporia held a Regular Meeting on
Thursday, February 29, 2024, in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 201 South Main
Street, Emporia, Virginia, Emporia, Virginia.  David Bland, Chairman, presided over the meeting.

ROLL CALL

Upon roll call, the following Economic Development Authority Members indicated their
presence:

Mr. David Bland Mr. David Webb
Ms. Gloria Robinson  Mr. Kenneth Ryals
Mr. Vincent Lowery 

Not Present: Mr. Jason Slagle
Mr. Robert Grizzard

Others present: Mr. William E. Johnson, III, City Manager
Matthew Culbreath, Director of Planning and Zoning
Shenetta Beck, Community and Economic Development Director 
Lori R. Jarratt, EDA Secretary

      AGENDA APPROVAL

Mr. Bland stated that there was an addition to the agenda to add Item Number 24-02 – Site
Plan – Authorize Chairman to Execute Zoning Application.

Ms. Robinson moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. Ryals, which passed
as follows:

Mr. David Bland aye Mr. David Webb aye
Ms. Gloria Robinson aye Mr. Kenneth Ryals aye
Mr. Vincent Lowery aye

MINUTES APPROVAL

There were no minutes provided at this meeting.



FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for the period of July 1, 2023, through January 31, 2024, was presented.

There were no questions regarding the report.

NEW BUSINESS

24-01 – Training – A Roadmap for Economic Development – Presentation

Mr. Johnson stated that Mr. Bryan David, Program Director-Southern Virginia with the Virginia
Institute of Government, was in attendance to provide a background on Economic Development.
He also stated that. Mr. David has an extensive background in local government and economic
development. 

Mr. David presented the following information:









Mr. Johnson and Mr. Bland thanked Mr. David for taking the time to give the presentation to
the Economic Development Authority. 

24-02 – Site Plan – Authorize Chairman to Execute Zoning Application

Mr. Culbreath addressed the EDA stating that he has been working with a Civil Engineer with
regards to a site-plan submittal for the “Bently Project.” He stated that the submission of a site-plan
review requires a Zoning Compliance Application.

He advised that with the EDA being the current property owners of 201 Market Drive, Emporia,
VA, he is requesting the authority authorize the chairman to execute the Zoning Compliance
Application for the site plan review. 

Ms. Robinson made a motion to authorize the EDA chair to execute the Zoning Compliance
Application for a site plan review of 201 Market Drive, Emporia, VA; seconded by Mr. Lowery
which passed as follows:

Mr. David Bland aye Mr. David Webb aye
Ms. Gloria Robinson aye Mr. Kenneth Ryals aye
Mr. Vincent Lowery aye



PUBLIC COMMENT

With there being no comments to come before the Economic Development Authority, Mr. 
Bland closed the public comment portion of the meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to come before the Authority, Chairman Bland adjourned the
meeting. 

        

                                                                    David Bland, Chair               Date

Lori R. Jarratt, EDA Secretary                   Date




